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EPG Project

ÅEPG Research and Trial Project 2008-2010

ÅNAB FASTROAD Sponsored

ÅiBiquity & manufacturers participated

ÅCulminated in market trial of EPG
1) Over HD Radio broadcasts

2) On the web



Goals of Session

ÅExpose RadioTechthought leaders to EPG

ÅExplore Benefits of a national EPG service

1) Neutral Host

2) Rising tide lifts all boats?

Å9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ άIƻǿΚέ



Background

ÅTV has an EPG infrastructure

1) TV Guide, newspapers, on-screen cable/satellite

2) Program-oriented service, ergo
program-oriented EPG content ς

üprogram names, synopses, schedules

ütime-shifting support

ÅwŀŘƛƻ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ 9tD ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΧ



Background

ÅRadio has no EPG infrastructure

1) No common EPG service to consumers

2) No consistent EPG content management at 
stations

3) No EPG transport/presentation protocols

4) No EPG end-user technology



Background

ÅWhy bother?

1) NAB saw enough interest to fund EPG trial

ü[more on that in a moment]

2) iBiquity sees EPG as a feature that can help drive 
HD Radio functionality into wireless devices

3) 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŀǊƳǎ ǊŀŎŜΧ



What EPG Does

Å! ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƛŘŜ ƭƛŦǘǎ ŀƭƭ ōƻŀǘǎΧ



What EPG Does

Å! ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƛŘŜ ƭƛŦǘǎ ŀƭƭ ōƻŀǘǎΧ

1) EPG presents broadcast radio as a service

2) [ƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ άŘƛŀƭέ

3) aŀƪŜǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƳƻǊŜ άǎǘƛŎƪȅέ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ

4) aŀƪŜǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ άǎǘƛŎƪȅέ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ



What EPG Does

ÅJames Cridlandobserved:
üThere are DAB receivers that let people tune by 

program service name
×Gets rid of old-fashioned tuning by frequency

üFinding Supplemental HD Radio channels
(HD-2, HD-оΧύ ƛǎ Ƙƛǘ-or-miss
×Tune by frequency, then must wait to acquire station, then 

wait to acquire supplementals- depends on receiver 
implementation

üMajor UK stations have joined to use one radio player
×ά/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΤ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέ ό{ƪƛǇ Pizzi)



What EPG Does

Åά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ
üJames Cridlandtalking about how Radioweave.com 
άǳǎŜǎ ƴŜǘ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ 
ƴŜǿ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ
×RadioTechSummit June 3, 2010

Åά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ
üDavid Maxsontalking about how cooperation among 

broadcasters on Radio EPG can boost radio as a service
×RadioTechSummit, at this very moment 



What EPG Does




